


The abolition of the privileges enjoyed by the latrorers
ol the Cavite arsenal cf exemption frorn the tribute was,
according to some, the causc of the insurrcction. 'l'hcre
wcre, however, other causes.

The Spanish revolution which overtlrrew a secular
throne; the propaganda carried on by an uirbricllecl press
against mo:rarchical principles, attentatory of the most
sacred respects towards the dethroned majesty; the dcmo-
cratic and repubiican books and pamphlets; tlie speeches
ancl preachings of the aposths of these nerv ideas in Spain;
the outbursts of the American publicists and the criminal
policy of the senseless Governor whom the Revolutionary
goverxment sent to govern the Philipplrrcs, nnd who otrt
irrto practice these ideas were the dctelmlning circunls-
lances which gave rise, among certain Fillplrros, to thc
idca of attaining their independence. It wns lowa'.ls this
goal that they started to work, with the powerful nssista:rcc
of a r:ertain section of the native clergy, who out cf spite.
It:ward the friars, made common cause wlth thc enenries
of the mcther country. 

i

At varicus tirnes but especially in thr beglnnlrrg of
tl',c year 1872, the authorities recelyed , anonymous
commrrnications with the informatlon ihat a gre.1t
ruprisirrg w-ould b;eak out. against the Spaniarcls, .h:
nrirrute the fleet at Cavite lefc for the Sorith, antl that all
rvotrlcl be aqsassinated, inciudine the f iars. But nobody
gavc' ilnl-.,ortarrce to these r.r.rtices. The consJriracy had
bccn goinp; on since the days cf La Torre with utmost
slrcrL'cy. At times, the principal leaders nret either irr trre
hou.se of the Filipino Spaniard, D. Joaquln Pardo de
Tavera, or in that of the native priest, Jacintu Zamora, and
these meetings rvere usually gttended by the curate of
IJacrror (Cavite), the soul of the movement, wl^osr:
energetic character and immense wealth enablccl hlrn to
exercise a stront influence.

The garrison of Maniii, cbmposed rno.sfty ot nnllvr:
sol<liers, were involved in this conspiracy, as well ns a
rnultitude of civilians. The plan was fo,^ thc soldiers to
as.sa.ssinate their officers, the sen,ants, thelr rnnstors, ancl
tlre t':scorr of the Captain-General at Mhlacaflang, tcr
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clispose of the governor himself. The kiars and other
Spaniards we:e later to have their turn. The I.re'
concerted signal among the conspirators of Cavite and
N'anila was the firing of rockets from lhe walls of the city.
The ctetails lraving been arranged, it was agreed that the
upising was to break out in the evening of the 20th of
January, 1872. Various circunrstances, however, which
might well be ccnsiCered as providential, upset the plans,
arrd macle the con-spir;rcy a dismal failure.

In the distr,ct of Sampaloc, the fiesta of the patron
slrint, the Virgin of Loreto, was being celebrated with
p,rmp and splendor. On the night of the 20th, firervorks
were displayed and rockets fired into the air. Those in
Cavite nristook these for the signal to revolt, and at nine-
thirty in the evening of lhat day two hundred native
saldiers tinder the leadersh,p of Sergeant [^a Madrid rose
up in arrns, assassinated the commander of the fort and
wotrnded h.is wife.

The m.ilitary govemor of Cavite, D. Fernando liojas,
drspatched two Spariards to inform the idanila autho-
ritils of the uprising but they were met on the ',vay by a
group of natives, belonging to the Guias established by Ia
Torre, who put them instantly to death. At about the saine
tirre, an ernployee of the arsenal, D. Domingo Mijares, left
Cavitc irr a war vessel for Marrila, arriving there at
r--ridnip.ht. He informed the cornmandant of Marine of
what h.ld occui'red, and this official immdiately relayed
the news to Governor Izquierdo.

Early the next morning tvuo regiments, under the
command of D. Felipe Cinoves, segundo cabo, k ft for
Cavite on board the rnerchant vessels Filipino, Manih,
Isahela I an,l lsabela II. Ginoves demanded rendition and
waitrxl the whole day of the 21st for the rebels to
surrender, without ordering the assault of their positlon
in order to avoid Lnnecessary shedding of bloo<!. After
waitlrrg the whole day in vain for the rendition of the
rebels, Ginoves launched an assault against the latter's
positiorr, early in the nrornlng crf the 22nd, putting to the
sworcl the majority of the rebels and making prisoners of
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lltc rt,sl. On the same day an ollicial ;.,roclanratiorl an-
norrnccd the suppression of tlre revolt.

A.s a result of the derlarations nrade by sonrc olf tlte
prisoners in which several individtrals werr: polnte(l otlt
as irrstigators, Don |ose Burgos and D. Jacinto Zarnora,
c'rrrrtcs of the Cathedral, D. Mariano Cottrez, curalt'of
Racrror (Cavite), several other Filipino priests, D. Antorrjo
N4aria Regidor, lawyer and Regidor of the Ayttnln,rrlenlo,
i). Joaquin Pardo de Tavera, Consejero de Admin'-'t-
I raci6rr, Pedrc' Carillo, Cervasio Sanchez and Jose
Marrricio cie Leon, lawyer Enrique Paralso and Josc and
I'io Basa, employees, and Crisanto Reye;, Maximo Paterno
arrti sc.veral otl..e.r Filipinos, lvere arrested.

'l'he council of war, wlrich frorn the beglnnlng touk
charge cf the causes in conrrection vrith the Cavite
trprising, passed the sentence of death on forty-one of tlre
reLrcls. On thc 27th of January the Capt.rirr-Gcneral fixe<l
his "curnplase" on the sentence. On the 6tlr of the
ftrllowing month, eleven more were setrtctrccd lo dentlt,
trrrt the Go'rernor General, by decree of tlre day follovrlng,
conrnruted this sentence tc life imprisortmcnt. Ori llre
8tlr, the sentence of death was pronounce<l ott (-'antoriltt'r
and ten yea;s imorisonment of eleven lndivi<lr:iils c,f thr:
firrnous "Guias de la Torre," for the assassltral.ion r>f tlte
Spaniards who, on the night of Janrrary 20tlr, wcle setrt lo
MarriLa to carry news of the uprisirrg.

The sane council on the 15th of February, senlenced
to die by stranprrlation the Iriiipino priesls, D. Josc Btlrgos,
D. Jacinto Tamora arrd D. Mariano Comez, attd Franclsco
Saldua; and Maximo Inocencio, Enrique Paraisc atrd
Crisanto de los Iieyes to ten years imprisonment, E,rrly ln
tlre rnorning of the seventeenth of Fel:nral'y, an imnrcn.se
mtrltitude ippeared on the fir:ld of Bagirmtrayan to
witness the elecqlign of the sentence. Thc nttt'ndin1; force
was composed of Filipino trooPs, ancl tire batterles of the
fort 'were aimed at the place of executlott, rcacly to fhe
tupon the least sign of uprising. Go:ncz v/as execttteid first,
then Zamo:a, then Burgos, and las'.Iy, Saldua,
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On the 3rd of. -Alrril, 7872, the Audiencia suspended
from the p:actice of law the following men: D. Jose Basa y
Enrlquez, D. Joaquin pardo de Tavera, D. Antonio Ma.
f{egidor, D. Pedro Carillo, D. Gervasio Sanchez and D. JoseMauricio de [,eon.

^ Izquierdo had requested the sending to Manila of
, Spanish troops for the defense of the fort is most of thesefounl here were natives. In pursuance of Izquierdc,sr.T".:t, -the government, by decree of April i, 7gn,

clissolvect the native regimenl of artiUery anci orcleied the
creat.on of an artillery force to be composed exclusively of' Peninsulares. The latter arrived in fuianifa n July, th\i,.-On the occasion of the arrival of the troop, ihe Sto.Dorntngo lhurch celebrated a special mass at'which highoffieials of the Gov-ernment, tire religious corporatioris,and the general publi,:, attended, upon invitation bv the
Governor and Captain{eneral of the philippines.



Il1, [)r. ']-.H. Parcio de Tavera

The Filipino'/ersion o, the bloody incident ol Cavito in 1872
was writlen 6y Or. Trinidad H. ParCo de Tavera, Filiphto sclrolar,
scienlisl, ard 

-historical 
researcher'l According to him, lhls ircident

was merely a m,liny by tho nalive Filrpino soldlers and laborors cf
lhe Cavitc arsenal against the harsh poliry of despollc Governor
and Caplain-General Flalael de lzquierdo (1871'187-1) which
aborished their old{ime privileges ol uxemption lrom paying the
annual trihrte arrd from rendering lhe polo (forced ldbor), Tlre ross

cl lhese privileges was naluratly resented by the soldiers anC
laborers. Som<.r of them, impelled by volcanic wralh, rose in arms
on the nigjht ol January 20, 1872, and killed lhe commanding
ollicer ot lhe Cavite arsenal and olher Spanislr ollicers. Thls was
easily suppressed by the Spanish troops which wcre rushecl from
Manila. This turbulenl Cavile incrdent, which w:'s magnilied by the
Spanish official; and lriars into a revolt lcr . Philippine
independence, is narrated by Pardo de Tavera, as follows:

The arrival of Ceneral Lzquierdo (1871'18?3) rvas the
sigiral for a complete change in the asPccf of affalrs. 'l'lre
rlt.w fiovernor soon made it clear tlrat ltis vltlrvs wt:re
rlifferJnt frorn those of l^a Torre - that therrl wrlttkr bc ro
clrirrrge in the established form of Sovernllrlnl *- alttl ltr:
al orice announced that he interrded to govcttt t)re pcoplc
"witlr a crucifix in one han'l and a sworcl in the other'"

Ilis first official act was to prohibit th'-'trlrrnctinl; of a
st'hool of arts and trades, r+ hich was beirrg orgnnizecl by
thc'c'fforts and runds raised by natives of stancting ln thc
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comntrnity, but the founding cf, rvhich did not
tally with the views of the religious orders. Governor
Izqtricrrlo believeci tL'at the establishment of the new
schr'rol was merely a pretext for the organization of a
pol,tical club, and he rot only did not allow it to be
opencd but made a public statement acorsing the Filipinos
wlro l',ad charge of the rnovement. All of those who had
offcred their support to ex-Gover;,ror [: I'orre were
classed as personas sosprchosas (suspects), a tei'm that
since that time has been used in the Philippine Islands to
clesignate any person who refused to servilely obey the
'vlshcs rlnd whims of the authorities. The conservative
element in the islands now directed the governrnental
p,ol,cy, and the educated Filipinos fell more and more
under the displeasure and suspicion of the governor.

Tlre pea ce of the colony was broken by a certai:t
incident which, though unimportant in itself, was
probably the origin of the poiitical agitation lvhich,
constantly grcwirrg for thirty years, culminatxl in the
overthrov,, of the Spanish scvereignty in rhe PhilipJ'ine
Islands. From time immenrorial the workmen in the
?rscnzl ;,t Cavite and in the l:arracks of the artillery and' engineer corps had been exenrpt from the papnent of tire
tribute tax and from obligation to work certain days each
),e?r on prrblic improvernents. Gene;al Izquierdo believed
the t.rne opportune for abolishing these privileges anci
ordered that in the future all such workmen shoulC pay
tribute and iabor on pubtic improvements. This produced
[;'ieat dissatisfaction among the workmen affected and the
rnen enrployed in the arsenal at Cavite went on a strike,
but, f iekling to pressure and threats made by the autho-
rities, they subsequently returned to their labors.

The workmen in the Cavite arsenal were all natives
of tl at trrwn and of the neighboring town of San Roque.' In a sh,rrt 'wh1ie the dissirti6faction and 'discbntent witti
the government spread all over that section and even the
entire troops became disaffected. On the night.of ]anuary
20, 'l.872, there vras an uprising among the soldiers in the
San lrelipe fort, in Cavite, and the commanding officer
and other Spanish officers in charge of the fort vrere

I Tantdad Hermentglldr, Paido dc Tavera was born ln.ltlrnlln.r'n-r\pr'l 13'
1857- of oaro:rts bcloldni to the Sp-rnlsh noblUty, l-{ls fnthat, lilllx'Pordo da
'r,ir"ro. tJ* .i f"*yo aid"a brother-6f the pa:rlot J-ooquin I arcto rle Tnvero, o law
l,ro(rrq>r an.l qovenrmenr of(idal. D"rrtngirr eorly yenrs ol thi: Arr r'tican rttlc ltc
l.rrc.l as a m"embet of Taft's l'hiliPPni-Cuinmlislbn anrl forrnrlerl the {::deral
llr r I y. I !r: diad tn Manila on March 26, t925, aged 6-

' I'nrdc, de Tavera "Hlstorlol Accounl'.f thc PhllipPtler frrrm lls Dlxov(:ry
Irr l9(ti],- Casus d the Philippinc lstanils:1903 (lVashingion, l)'C', l9()5), p1t 3?r'
:t o.
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a.s.sassinatd, Forty marines attachrd to the arsenal a:nd 72
artillerymen under Sergeant Ln Madrid took part ln this
uprising, and it was believc that the enth'e garrlson in
Cavite was disaffected and probably implicated. Rut if the
few soidiers who precipitated the attack l.elieved they
would be suppo:t"d by the bulk of the anny and that a
gcrreral rcbellion against Sprin would be declared in the
i-slands, they were deceived. When the nervs oi' the up-
rising was leceived in Manil;,, Ceneral lzquierdo scnt the
comrr,anding generai to Ca vite, wlto reinforced the native
troops, took possession of the fort, and prrt tho rebels to
the sword. Sergeant la Madrid has becn bllrrdxl nnd badly
trtrnrexl by the explosion rrf a sack of powdcr nndr being
unable to escape, was also cut down. A few of the rebels
were captured and taken to Manila and thcre 'rvas no
further clisturb;rnce of thO peace or ins,rbotdinatlrln of any
kincl.

This upnsing among the soldie:s it\ Cat'ite was used
a.s a powerhrl lever by the Spanish residents and by the
friar.s. During the time that General I-n Torre was cltief
cxccu tive in the Philipp ine Islands the lnflr:ential
Filipinos dicl not hesitate to announce ,.thelr hostiltty to
the religious orders, anC the Central Covernmcnt in
Madrid had announceC its intertion to ieprlve the friars
in these islands of all powers l'interventiotl in nratters oI
civil governrnent and of the ciirection and management of
tlre nranagernent of the unlversity. M,:ret, the colonlai
mirrister, nld drawn up a scheme of refonns by whlch he
proposed to make a radical change in tlrc colonial s)'stem
of government i^'hich was to hannotrlze witlt the
principles for which the revolution 3 in Spain lrad boen
fr:trghl. It was due to these facts and promises thnt ithe
Filipinos had great hopes of an improvement in tlre
affairs of their country, while the friars, on tl'e otlrer harrd,
fcarecl that their power ir the colony woulcl sotln be
cornpletely a thing of the past.
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Tle mu^iny in Cavite gave the conservative element
that is, those who favored a continuation of the

colonial moCus uiuendi - an opportunity to represent to
the Spanis;r Covemment that a vast conspirary was afoot
aird organized throtrghout the archipelago with the object
of Cestroying the Sp;rnish sovereignty. They stated that
t)re Spanish Govemment in Madrid was to blame for the
propagation of pernicious doctrines and for the hopes that
had been held out from Madrid to the Filipino people,
and also because of the leanlngs of ex4overnor I: Torre
and of other public lunctionaries who had been sent to the
Philippine Islands by the Government thlt succeeded
Qrreen Isatella. The tall of the ner,, rulers in Spain within
a few days, as well as other occurrences, 

-seemed to
accenhrate the claims made by the conservative element
in the Phrlippine Islands regarding the peril which
threatened Spanish sovereignty in the islands; it appeared
as though the prophecies were about to be fr:lfilled- The
Macirid authorities were not abie to combat public opinion
in that courrfry; no opportunity was given nor time taken
to make a thorough investigation of the real facts or
extent of the alleged revolul-ion; the ccnserrative element
in the Philippine Islands painted the local condition of
affairs in so:nber tints; and the Madrid Government came
to belir:ve, or at l,east to suspect, that a scheme was being
concoc'ied throughoul. the islands to shake off Spanish
sovc'eignty. Consistent with the precedents of their
colonial ml:, the repressive measures adopted to quell the
srrpposed insurrection were strict and sudden. No
attempt appeal's to have been made to ascertain whether
or not the innocent suffereC with the guilly, and the only
end sought appeared to be to inspire terror in the minds of
all by making examples of a certain number, so that none
in tht, firture should attempt, nor even dream of any
atter;rpt at secession.

-Marry of th,e best knorvn Filipinos were denounced tc
the military authcrities, and they, the sons of Spaniards
born in the islands and men of rnixed blood (Spanish and
Chrnese), as weli as the Indians of pure blood, as the
Pl"ilippine l'{alays were called, were persecuted and
punished without disti:rction by the military authorities.



T'l'ho5,' rvho darct,l to oppose lhemsr:lvtx to tttr' [tlilr,q ,vrrr.r
purrished rvith special sevcrity; amonli otltr:rs rn.,y br:
nrerrtioned the priests Burgos, a half-lrloot{ Spanlatrl,
Z.rrnora, a half-blood Chinanan, and Cornez, a pttre-blo,rd'l'agalog, rvho had vigorously opposct the friars in tlrc
litigation over the orracies in tire various provinces. 'Ihe
thrr.e priests mentioned were condenrnsl to dcaLh by a
nrilitary court-rnartiai; and Antonio M. IlcBldor, a lawyer
rncl councilman of Manila, Joaquin Par<lo dr: 'l'aver,r,
larvyer and rnember of the adrnrnistrativc council, P.
Merrdoza, curate of Santa Cnrz, Cuevarra, curate of
Qtriapo, the priests Mariano Se,,;,lla, Fcliclano Comez,
[]allesteros, Jose Basa, the lawyers Carillo, [asa, Iinriquez,
Cri.s""rnto Re1,es, Maximo Paterno, and nrany otlters were
.scrrtencecl to life imprisonmerrt on the Marlanas Islnncls.'l'hrr Covemment thus secured iis object of terrorizirig the
l;ilipino peoplc, but the p'lnishmenls mettrl otrt were rrot
only unjust bui were fronr every polnt of vlera'
urllrccessary, as there had not been the renrote tnir:rrtion
on the part of anyone to overthrow tlre Spanish
sovcreignty, On the contrary, the attitude .'lf Moret, /-rbra,
Iilecerra, and otlrer high officials tn tlrc Madricl
(lovcrnment had awakerred in the breasts o( the Filipinr>s
l livcly friendship for the lrorne goverrrnr('rrt, art<l ncver
lrrd tlre ties vzhich bound the colony to Sp;rin l)Lerl as
close ,ts they were during the short itrterval trt:Lweett Lhe
arrival of Ceneral [a Torre and the tirne whcn Ccncral
Izqrrierdo, in the nanre of the lrclrne govcnlnr()nt, was
gurlty of the atrocities mentioned.rbr'rve, of wlrich
innocent men were made victims.

A careful study of the hrstory and doctrnrcnts of ttrat
tirne brings to light the part which the rcllgious ordcrs
played in that sad drama. Orre of the restrlts of the s<>
callcrl revolution of Cavite was to strengt.ltcn llre lltwcr of
ihe' friars in the Philipprne Islands in suclr ntattuer that
the Madrid Covemment, which up to tJrat tlnle had
conlc'rnplated reducing the polver of the relll';lorrs .,rders
irr these islands, was obliged not only to atrarv.ron its
irttt'rttion, but to place a yet greater tncilslrre of offit-.ial
irrfltrcnces at the service of the friars, art<l frr;nr that rirre
tlrcy \4/Lrre considered as an irnportartt factttr irr the
lrrr'.sc.rvation t'f the Sparrish so;re;eigrrtl llr I lrc c()l'.)try.

'lhis: infltrnce was felt throtrghout the islands, and not
only \1,ere the friars taken into the confidence o t the
C,ovcrurr.rcnt, but the Filipino people looked upon the
religictr:; orders as their real masters and as the
rePrcscntatives, powerful and unsparing, of the Spanish
I(rngrlom.

Ilurt there were other results following upon the
unforllrrli\te policy adopted b1, Governor Izquierdo. LIp to
thai time there had been no intention of sc'cession frorr
Spain, and the only aspiration of the people was to secure
tho material and educational advancement of the country.
The Filipino people had never blamed the Spanish nation
for tlre backward corrdition in rvhich the islands existed,
n rr for the injustices commited in the islands by the
Sprnish officials; but on the contrary it was the custom to
la). all the blame for these things on the individu.rl
officer:; guilty of maladministration, and no atternpt had
bcen m.ade to investiqate whether or not the evils under
rvl.rich the islands sr,ffered were due to fundamenlal
car rses. The persecurions which began under Covernor
Izqrricrdo were based on the false assrrmption that the
irilipir-ro people wera desirous of independence, and
altlrorrgh this rva-" arr unfounded accusation, there were
rn?ny rnartl'rs to the cause, among whom were found
many of the most inteiligent and well-todo people,
wrthc.'ut oistinction of color- or race o; natronality, rvho
were sentcnced to death, to imprisonment, or were
expatriated because they v.,ere believed to aspire to the
inc.ependence of these islands. The fear which the oeople
fert of the friars and of the punishments meted out by the
Covernmment was ercecded only by the admiration
which the rilipino people had fcr those who did not
helitate to stand up fc'r the rights of the couritry. In this
manner the persecutions to which the people were
;ubjected served as a stimulus and an edtrcative frlrce, and
from that time the re:ellion was nursed in secret and'the
passive resistance to the abuses of the olficial power
became g;eater day by clay.

No attempt was made to ailay the ill-feeling which
cxisted betrvc'en the Filipinos and the Spaniards, especially
the fri;rrs, caused by the mutiny in Cavite and the cmel
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rnanner in rvhich the punishment was meteC orlt. Many
ycars would have been necqisu.ry to heal lhe wou:rds felt
by the large number o( farnilies whose mcmbern werc
rna'ce the victims of the unjr:st settlcnctls o( tlre :nllltnty
court.s-martiai. Nothing was done by the Covt'rnmcttt to
blot out the recollection of these actions; on thc contrarT,
it appeared ttr be its policy to continually brlng tlP the
n1emcry of these ocorrrencer; as a reminder to the rral-
contents of what they had to o(PecU but the only thing
accomplished. was to increase the popular dlscontr:nt. It
was frbm that time that every disagreement between the
Spaniards and Filipinos, howe',rer trivial, was glven a
ricial or political character; everytime a friar was iirsulted
or injured in any way, it was claimed to be an act of
hostility to the Spanish natron.

Document 303

Official Repurt of Gn'crnor Izquicrclo on
the Cavite Mutinv of 1872

Gcvernor Gc.neral Rafael lzquierdo reported to the Spanish
lvlinisler'of War, Caied lvlanila, January 23,187 2, blaming the Cavite
Mutiny ln the nalive cle:'gy, scme local residenls, intellectuals, and
( vcn El Eco Filipino, a lv4adrid-based reformist newspaper.
Significantly, he calls the military mutiny an "insurrection", an
"uprising", and a "revolution". The texl ol the repo( is as follows:'

Irrom the sumrnary of information received - that
is, from the declaration made before the fiscal - it seems
clefinite that the insirrrection was motivated and prepared
bJ, th. native clergy, by the mestizos and native lawyers,
and by those known here as abogadillos. iome are
rcsidents of Manila, others from Cavite, arrci sorre from
the nearby provinces.

The instigators, to car ry out their crimiital project,
p-otcsted against the injrrstice of the govenrrneut in not
paying the provirrcrs for their tobacco crop, and against
the usury that some (officials) pr;rctise in (handlLrg)
dttcunrents that the Fin.tnce departrnelrt gives crop
owners who have to sell them at ;. Ioss. They enco'_rraged
tlre rebellion by protesting what they called the injustice of
having obliged the .,,rorkers in the Cavite arsenal to pay
tdbute starting January 1 (t872) and to render personal
service, from which they were formerly exempted.

To seduce the native troops, they resorteci to
superstitions with u hich the indios are so prone to
believe; persuading them that the Chief of State (hari)
would be an ecclesiastic and the rest or the clergy who
backed the uprising rvould celebrate daily for its success.
Thus the rebellion could not fail because God was with

-i:,,,:::':r.,,'thenr; and those who rvould not revolt they would kill
immediately. Taking advantage of the ignorance of those

' Carlcx rQuirino, 'More &rumenb on Burgos," philippinc Shrdrs, lvianila,
Atenco dc Vanila University, Vol. 18,pp.167-170.
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classes and the propensity of the Indio to steal, they
oflered (to those who revolted) the wealth of the
Spaniards and of ttre regular clergy, enrployment and
ranks in the army; and to this effect they said that fifteen
native t,atallions would be created, in rvhich the soldiers
who revolte.l rvould have jobs as officers and chi:fs. The
lawyers and abogadillos would direct th,: affairs of
gorrernment, of the adminisrration and of justice.

Up to now it has not been clearly determined if they
planned to establish a mofiarchy or a republic, because the
.rndros have no word in their language to describe this
different form of go'',ernment, whose head in Tagaiog
woultl be called hai; out it hrrns out that they would place
at the head of the gc,vernment a priest: and there were
great probabilities .-- nay, a certainty - that the head
ielected would be D. Jose Burgos, or D. )acinto. Zamora,
palish pricsts of S. Pedro of Manila.

All the Spaniaris, including the friars, would be
executed except for the women; and their belongings
confiscated. Foreigners would be respectecl.

This uprising has roots, and with them were affiliated
to a great extent thc: regiments of infantry ancl artillery,
mrny civilians and a large number of mestizos, indios a:td
sorne ilustraCos from the provinces.

Tc start the revolution, ttrey planne.d to set fire to the
district of Tondo. C)nce the fire was set and whi.le the
ar:thoritir:s were busy putt.ng it out, the regiment of
artillery with the help of the part of the infantry would
seize Fort Santiago of this Capita! (they would then) fire
cannons to infonn the rebels of Cavite (of their success).
The rebels in Cavite counted on the artillery detachment
that ocorpied tlre fort and on the navy helped by 500
natives led by tlre pardoned leader Camerilo. This Person
and his men, located it the town tif Bacooi aiid separated
frorr. the fort of San Felipe by a srnall arm of the sea,
w'ould cross the water and reach the fort where they
would find arms and ammunition.
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The re.belq (in Cavite) nrade the signols irgreel rrpon
by rneans of lanterns, but thr: natlve civilian.c (ln llacor>r)
although they tried it, failed because of the vlgilance of
the (Spanish) navy that had placed there a gunboat and
anned vessels.

Loyalists rvho went to arrest the parish prlest <:f
IJacoor found an abandoned vessel loadxt with arnrs,
irrclrrd ing carbines and revolven;.

The uprising should have started ln Manila at
miclnight abetted by those in ,Cavite, but the rebels of thls
city went ahead of time. f'he civil-milltrry governcr of
Cavite and the commanders of Regimeni 7 took very
timeiy precautions; they knew how tc keep the soldiers
Ioyal (although these had bten cornpromlsed) and
behavecl with valor and gallantry, cbliging tt'e rer)els to
take refuge in the fort of San Felipe.

9uch irs your Excellency, the plan of the rebe'ls, those
who guided them, and the means they count-'d upon for
its realization. For a long time now, throrrgh confictentlal
information anC others of a i,aguer character, I have been
tolcl that since 1869 - takind aCvantage of a grorrp that
hacl left behind plans for an uprising, but was not t'arried
out because of the earthquake of 1862 - there existed in
Manila a junta or center that sought and fotrnd followers;
and that as a pretext they had established a soclety for the
teaching of arts and trades. Months ago I suspe-irlctl it
lnclirectll', giving an account to Your Iixcullency ln my
confidential report No. 113 dated Arrgtrst 1, (1871) to
which Your Excellency has not yet replied.

It has also been said that this center or Jtrnkr recelved
inspiration from Madrid, wherc newspapers of ac'.'sanced
ideas flourish; to sustain them ,;uhscriptir.rns are (locallv)

solicited; in effect, newspapers such as El Eco Filipino 1

wcrc scnt here from Madrid, which were distributed by
pcrsons now imprisoned, whose articles thundered
against everything that can be for.rnd here.

As in the case of my worthy predecessor, I have
contittously received anonymous letters, but because I was
:onfident lhat I could pul. down and prrnish any uprising,
I gave no credtt (to these reports) in order not to cause
alarm; anci irstead continued a vigilant watch whcrever
Dossible within the limitedl means at my command. I had
everything ready' (for any untoward possibility), taking
into account the l;mi;ed peninsular force v'hich comPoses
tl re an1ry.
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I 'lhis EI La fil,pino rr as a forlniglitly pcr-iodical md n'as established by a
Syxnlsh brothcr-ln-law of Jose Marla '6as, -ln Madrld ln 1871, wlih Manuel
R"6ant, brolhcr of Dr. Antonlo Ma, Rcgrdor y Juradc, as editor. It should be noted
tl ii Manuel Regidor rvrote under his pen-name the rare and valtrable book
rntitled Isl,rs fir.ly;*s (1859), whlch Dr. Rizal highly parsed because of lt-" 5old
expoec of the dcfcce of Spanish mte in 'ie PhiliPPina" and the ur6-crrt l1osity(oi rcfcrms to remedy rhern. The motlo of the El Eco Fflirno was: lSE3ln in the
Philippincs, I-hc Philippincs with Spain." (Sce Clarita T. Nolasco, Tfu Crtola
in Spar ish Pl.ilippina. Manila, 1959, MS., pp.359'350J

Tlre atm of the El Ear Fr'lip'no was to seanre rdorms fror tlre Spanlsh
Covcrnrrenl, such as lhe resloratior. of the Phlllpplne represenlaHon In the
Sonnlsh Corler, free<lom of lhe press frc.edom of educatlon from frrlar conbot
riplacemcni ol the lorced tabor ind hibute with rearonabie taxes, secularlzaUon
of thc parlshc,s, and aboliHon of the tohacco nronopoly. Itr first lssue lPperredon
*roremSer 5. 1371. We <to nol know its last issrre. Thi lssues preservcd norr trn lhe
n ],llotcra Nadonal In lrladrid are from Seph:mber 5, lMl to-Aprtl 8, 187.' There
nrlght hc a fevr other issues after APdl 8; 1872. Definitely, tfus pc'r'todical 9led
oui'oefore the end oi 1872. Ib tra$i demtse was caused by the restoradon of the
rcncllonarv rerme ln Spain and th"e exile to the Marlanas of Jooe M. Basa, Joaquln
Pardo de iuvEra, Antohlo Ma. Regldor, Madmo Paterno, Father Pedrg DqdP.
iarher.l'larlano Sevilla, and othir Filipin<.r patriots impUcated ttf th" py!
t',trit ly "f 1872 who were lts rnrPFrctas. 'C,oveinor Generai lzqrdcrdo regarded El

r,a fiiVino as subverive and Lianed lt for rlre_erupticn of the Oyttg My{nl.
ii;a, c, a* O'lrlno, "tr Eco Fillplno ' Tht Philippii CdoPlnl Mantla July '
Dcccmhr, 1!X5). pp. 1-5.
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Docwwnt iN
The Court-Martial Decision 0n Gom'

Bur-Za
(Manila, February 15, 1872)

The Spanisrr military court rendered its decis'nn on Fathers
Gomez, Burgos, and Zamora, and other palriots implicaled in the
Cav'le Mutiny orr February 15,1872. An English translation of the
conviction follows:

Pern anent Ccurt-Martial of Manilan

TO I.ilS EXCELLENCY THE SUPREME CML GOVERNOR
OF'fl {ESI1 ISLANDS (Rafael de Izquierdo):

Your Iixcellency:

I ltave the h'-rnor to present Your Excellcncy a copy of
t.'re sr:ntence imposed on the follou'irrg priests, Don Jose
l)rrrgos, Don Jacintc T;.mara, and Don Mariano Cornez, so
that if you think it fitting, you may trarusmit it to His
E.<c,rllcncy, the most iilustrious Archbishop of this diocese
so that he inay procec<1 to the degradation demanclgd.

Cod preserve Your Excellenry many years.

i am, Yotrr Exccllency,

The Presiding Lieutenant Colonel

It{anila, February 15, 1872.
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Don Tomas Garcia Cernuda y Rrrnos, Lieutenant of
th: Infantry Regiment lley', No. 1, [is] secretary for the case
[andl Don Manuei Bcscasa y Perez, second-in-comrna.nd cf
the Inf;rntry Regiment Rey, No.2, is fiscal.

';.hn N. So\umacher and Nicholas P. C.rshner, -Burgoo and tlre rlavite

,';o t I t u' .l ac itt I r.t 7 a tt ti tt tt
( l,\.i., t87-'r )

lStr

Mutlny," PhilipFitr Stulics, Vol. 17, No.3 Quly I %9).
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